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c>o ihe Denver oreek cemetery is the site ->f an ancient log church, 

rhioh has Lccn L one many, many years. There seen to he no records 


to eho* when the old church 'xe huilt, hut it is olieveu to '-f-ve /Q^ 

been huilt during Dr. .John nltin‘8 long pastorate. nr. iJlain tee for 
forty years the pastor of the old Oak orove Church at Hillsboro, and 

had fill of Pocahontas county for his porirh fror the 1*790' e to ti e 
late 1830's. This church vas built on land belonging to the Plages, 

vho "ere members of hie congregation. n~v. norard Unerrood and 
others of the older inhabitants of the community tell re they cen 

remember hearing their parents talk oi this church, or tore fev of 
them remember it as a place of great revivals and good church servi - 

css. They say, however, that the Met records were all destroyed 

many years ago. 

On the Sunday axternoon nearest memorial day he people of 
■Denver Creek meet at the cemetery to decorate the graves and for t 

service of songs. IJo one seems to remember *urt ho 1 many years t v ey 
have ha a this annual Memorial Bey service, but it has become t Mg 
annual event of the community. Judge mi- rers h. oharp was the speaker 
this year, and Calvin u. Price vas presented vith a. handsore gif* 

in recognition of faithful attendance. 

This cemetery is well kept, and ulmost every t rave haf a marker. 

^he oldest markers are^old^hand hevn oned, three of them to members 

of the Ponge family. It is always a feign of civilization if the 
community burying ground if- shown pry. rr resject by being kept decently 


■ 


p lu order * An tMa the uenvor ° reek community Be s 0 olghty fJlie 

ex.nple. Another thin? for which theeo people Should hr commended 
it z r ' rel •'. rent of the nrt of commit.” Biujdxi/r. 

Aftar tliH °- e 1,£ ' chu - uh lf >ni down, the people ~oreh- 
ipcd ill the school house, 

- The heaver Creek liethodist Protestant society was formed 

as early as 1065. and has worshiped in n schooll house ever since, 
aljere have been some great meetings held at this place, but the 
society has never been able to bulla a church. It may have been 
poverty >r leek of interprise, or possibly want of encouraging lead¬ 
ership. ( When the board of Education built a new school house, the 
-ethoiist Protestants bought the old school house and in iy?.6 dedicated 

i: as ! church. This must have been about the time that nr. Lames 
published his history on the churches.) 

Hev. A. n. Hells ever preached hie first sermon at this place 
in telling me of hie first attempt to preach, he said he had a most 
er.barrasing experience. n e did not wear cither belt or suspense e in 
t-.ose days, the tension of waistband being regulated by a jtrsn 
se-ed on the hinder part of his pants. when he knelt down to prey, 
at 19 Winning of the service, the strap on his trousers broke 
£~d ” r en he arose he vtis in danger of losing then. While the audience 
resr f ' in aing he tried to borrow a pin from a brother,but p'ns were 

-- -v.e .-.’id no :2 was secured, when he arose to speak it was necessary 
to keep one hand in a pocket by which to keep his pants from falling 

<*. aO" said he, " If you can ecugine n tinid young fellow trying 
to p. etc r. ois tirrt sermon and hold his pants on at thi s* me time, 

^ 3U rnty know ho- 1 got along." Thie little incident is told ^ere for 
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the lo;.ci it >:* nu %t youu* ratm v.ho m# ;; hove be 
uuiAd hie fi/st to preach# 

itr rh0 y h8d 8 food class, roll attended bundey achoolf prcyer 

mooting, and 10 ng Peoples league until about three r ear D , ro . xhe 

pastor on the work at this tine was not as friendly vith the people 
es the^, tnought a should be, and the result rae that the people and 
the pa, tor not understanding each other, they began to neglect the 
church services, xhe League ras abandoned because of the lack of 

proper discipline. There has been no bunday ochool for the last two 
peers. 


bince the union of the Methodist churches,they are trying to 

unite the beaver Creek does -ith that of cunnings Creek, lut the 
people object to it because they think cunnings ''reek to far away, 

especially for those who do not have transportation. 

r -ev. Howard Underwood tried several years ago to unite these 

ti o cles.- es _and thought at one time he had it i c complished, but it 

feile to • or,; out atisiactorly and the idea v*as »hanloned. he sa; s , 

church union has crippled the church work. People aont know rhe^e 

t' e./ ore. They seen lost." He thinks that if they had one church 
near the center of the two connuuiti.es, t bout rhere the old. log 
church ras, that they night be united, but lidnt seem to think it 

'• oul i ever be satisfactory ee conditi one uov exist, hev. aim.pson 
elso seemed doubtful that it could be accomplished. Many of the people 

seemed to be of the sane opinion. They > 11 e::pre:sci r. reluctance to 
ive up their church, end still believe in the equality an:' freedom 
granted t-.em by the Methodist pr-'tertnnt chu-.h. They fi p they formed 

a tep> rr.te church because tl ey did not believe in the Bishop v 'ith 
co much power, but that every non ir free and equal. In short, they 
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.r. .««! » 0 « Juet MetbOdiet. but l,y ol U< , th , 4lBt „ 

b * 11,f - W ro,her ltt0 • »—• iiviaoa, mmi ^rr in 

lhe eldest oleee n Bt 1 cnil „, , , . ' 1 ls *‘ e1 '* destroyed 

fellortn, u ,- ee . w ' 0 ll, ' t<,d 19 °6 Mid glvep the 

u?.ee. auosee Underwood <si 

Ueerl underwood / ’ ^ 5h ° rPt 

. a ' %Ue “ Ul "J<“-v°od, Well,,.. Under***, 

' bee °ini8, Wallace 3i~, s ,, 

’ ijIxlc u nderv;ood, Howard underwood. 

underwood, fuul Hebb. Luo, Underwood, Uurthe UuUonh. 

*• Un4e ”'° 0d ' M111 ™ **«•. Wbe uel 11 eon, ner y Lellleon, 

-urn, bailie ««», Uavid Leeter, uetherlne underwood, Wllller 
ben on, did uy, esuehanon, and Sarah Mullins. jror 1912 it fate the 
- i-.be. ship as thirty- three, and in 1933 there were only fifteen 

belabors listed. Many of those on the roll for 1908 are still living. 

Ur. names does not mention nurrs valley as it had b&eu 


aeopped ns an apoiutmeut when he wrote his history of the churches, 
■there seems to have been quite a large class there at one time. 1 

have been able to get no authentic information on the organization 
of this class, it ras dropped muny ye 1 rs ago. 

-»ev. Underwood says that the early preachers, preached 
three sermons every ounday and that the people followed him from one 
appointment to the next, the'efo*e making it necessary f^r him to 
preach three different sermons, xhis worked a hardship on the preacher 
but that the rejoiced because people tpok so much interest, sifty 
and a hundred years ago they followed from one appointment to another 
often traveling m> ny miles horseback, nor they object to going a few 
miles to unite with another church, xhe young people todsy are uot 

taught to love the church a 3 the older people d*d, and there rre to 
many other things to go to. 

itev. underwood in telling mo of his second sermon says that 


it "eg preached from trie porch of tae mannings week school house. 



I 


•‘here was on all day fathering and It fell hiu 
'e-e many older uud more experienced preachers 

-eel altogether equal to the occasion so ho 
~ d he merciful to me a sinner." He said that 
m c ° far *rone with that text. 


lot to prei ch. -rhere 
prerent ana he did 

chose ns hie te>t 
he though he could 




Hist, of the M. P. Church in n. Vfr , 
VT * I. a. Bar nee—1920 
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■ broin the People of the comrunity, 
noward underwood rho vae reared 
in this comrunity ana 8 for many 
^ eai£ Pastor in these churches, 
nev.b. it. binpson the present 









